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SUBJECT: EXPORT REFINERIES IN IRAN 

1. IN A RECENT CONVERSATION, ECONOMICS MINISTRY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY LANTZKE OPINED THAT THE 
RECENT PROPOSAL OF A GROUP OF U S. OIL COMPANIES 
TO BUILD A LARGE EXPORT REFINERY IN IRAN WITH NIOC 
WAS IN DIRECT COMPETITION WITH GERMAN AND JAPANESE 
PROPOSALS, UNDER NEGOTIATION FOR SOME TIME. LANTZKE 
SAID HE BELIEVEO THAT IRAN'S PLANS AND OIL AVAILABILITY 
MADE IT UNLIKELY THAT MORE THAN TWO OF THESE THREE 
PROJECTS WOULD BE CARRIED OUT. 

2. WE WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S AND EMBASSY 
TEHRAN'S READING ON THIS POINT, WHICH COULD BECOME 
A VERY SENSITIVE ONE FOR THE FRG. 

HILLENBRAND 
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